Lexus CT 200 Hy

By Steve Schutz, MD

About a decade ago, the Toyota Prius was developed to provide
optimal fuel economy in a reasonably-sized car. Toyota knew then
what they know now —micro cars are not popular—so they de-
signed their hybrid system to maximize gas mileage in any vehi-
cle. And despite being just a first step, the Prius ended up being
a huge hit, attracting economy-conscious customers plus a lot of
well-heeled buyers who loved the technology and wanted a visi-
ble badge of eco-friendliness. Since then, Toyota has been work-
ing hard to hold on to the first group of buyers with more
efficiency and lower prices, and the second group with more
Lexus hybrids.

Lexus' first bite of the hybrid apple was the 2005 RX 400h
small SUYV, but that wasn’t quite what higher demographic Prius
buyers were after. (As it turns out, neither was the where-did-my-
trunk-go GS 450h, the nerdy HS 250h or the very expensive LS
GOO0h.) Last year, Toyota's luxury arm introduced the sporty CT
200h, and it looks like they have finally found the right formula.
Oh, by the way, it should attract younger buyers to the brand,
something Lexus needs to do to counter the success of the BMW
1-series and Audi A3.

For the record, it’s a stretch to call the C'T 200h “sporty”. Un-
derneath its stylish duds is the same wheezy 1.8 liter four-cylin-
der engine/electric motor hybrid system you'll find in the Prius,
which translates to a zero-to-sixty MPH time of 10.0 seconds and
atopspeed of 113 MPH. That’s neither quick nor fast, though for
everyday driving it’s fine, especially around town where the CT'
200h feels most at home.

Like the Prius, the CT 200h’s raison d’étre is its impressive gas
mileage, and with EPA figures of 43 MPG city/40 MPG high-
way, it delivers. {(For comparison, the Audi A3 TDI diesel gets 30
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MPG city/42 MPG highway.)

The ride is more firm than the Prius’, presumably due to wider

wheels and tires combined with more aggressive suspension tun-
ing, and the C'T' drones more than ['d like at interstate speeds;
but overall, the feeling you get behind the wheel is that of a Prius
that’s been to the gym and lost a few pounds.

Deesign-wise it looks like that, too. Gone are the techno styling
cues of the Prius, replaced by a very European five-door hatchback
design that could almost pass for a Renault. Low and wide, the
CT 200h looks aerodynamic—though notas acrodynamic as the
Prius—and decidedly un-Lexus-y. When T look at the Lexus ES,
RX or LS, [ always feel as though they were designed for the U.
S. market first and foremost. I'd say the C'I' was designed for Eng-
land, Germany or Spain.

The interior looks like that, too. Unlike its Lexus stable mates,
there’s a notable lack of wood inside the C'T' 200h’s cabin, which
is probably what Lexus' (young) target demographic for this car
expects. They also expect excellent ergonomics and the typical
Lexus visual interfaces, buttons and knobs don’t disappoint. Hav-
ing said that, some of the materials are less Lexus-like than I'd



like—during a quick trip to the market, a trim piece on the pas-
senger side front door came off in my son’s hand. You won't see
that happen in an LS (or ES, for that matter).

Interestingly, the CT 200h has a great steering wheel. It feels
right when you hold it, and looks terrific, too. The more expen-
sive 1S sedan should have a steering wheel this good.

The Lexus 200h comes with a host of standard equipment in-
cluding keyless entry/ignition, tdlt and telescoping steering
wheel, heated side mirrors, 10-way power-adjustable driver seat,
dual-zone climate control, premium leatherette upholstery, Blue-
tooth (with audio streaming), and six-speaker stereo with satel-
lite radio and USB jacks. The Premium trim package adds heated

front seats and a sunroof.

Three option packages are available to enhance
the basic Premium package. Checking the ‘Pre-
mium Audio’ box gets you an auto-dimming
rearview mirror and an upgraded 10-speaker
sound system with a six-disc CD changer. The
‘Leather” package adds rain-sensing wipers,
leather upholstery, auto-dimming side mirrors,
and driver seat memory settings. The ‘Naviga-
tion’ package adds a hard-drive-based navigation
system (with real-time traffic information and
voice control), the Lexus Remote Touch inter-
face, which I discussed in detail in my review of
the RX 350, back-up camera, and the Lexus “En-
form” telematics system. Stand-alone options in-
clude LED headlights and adaptive cruise control
with Lexus’ pre-collision supplemental safety system. Two F-
sport packages are also offered.

The Euro-flavored Lexus CT 200h
isa Prius with extra personality (if not
performance), and that is likely to at-
tract hybrid fans who are looking for
more luxury and pizzazz than the
Prius provides. The fact that buying
the CT 200h gets you superb Lexus
dealer customer care helps too, and |
expect it to do well in the market-
place. Certainly, it will sell better than
previous Lexus hybrid cars.
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